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dominion of swashbuckling mutineers and the riff-raff of the
bazaars. So, free of compunction, let us study this so recent
past and sorrow therewith as well as glory therein.

Visitors will certainly want to see the sites and hear the
story, but they will probably concentrate their attention to
such episodes as the camp behind the Ridge, the siege, the
storming of the Kashmir Gate and the like.   If they do they
will miss the real drama, and it is essential to realize that
this has two entirely different scenes and occasions, separated
by several weeks.  First, the agony and tragedy of the entirely
unexpected outbreak at the very commencement of the
trouble in India with the pitiful massacres that resulted.
Second, the glory of the return of the masters, the setting-up of
the flag on the Ridge, and three months later, the death-
grip on the throat of the guilty city which ended in the final
strangling, when the Kashmir Gate was stormed and the
heroic Nicholson gave his life.

It is of course to be remembered that the people of Delhi
were much as now, traders, merchants and the like, but that
there was a rabble of decadent Mogul pensioners, a few
hundred Afghans and the usual horde of bazaar ruffians
who, just as to-day they will slice off women's breasts with
the butcher's fleshing knife, were ready for any riot and
bloodshed that did not involve their own skins. It was they
as a rule and seldom the mutinous soldiery who were so
active in those cruel massacres of Christian women and
children that so stained the annals of the Bengal Army and
of modern India.

So let us try to follow in our mind's eye the story of this
tragedy which came to quite unsuspecting English and all
Christian folk that nth May 1857, not eighty years ago.

To get the atmosphere let us get out of our car near the
Kashmir Gate and clamber up, if in energetic mood, to the
bastion and look down into the ditch. There let us recon-
struct. The troops and their officers and families, three
regular battalions of Bengal infantry, and a native horsed field
battery, were cantoned up on the far side of the Ridge, over